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tr SPEECH NOTES
DEPUTY PREMIER HENDY COWAN, MLA

OGCASION: XIIIth lnternational Congress of Neuropathology

Burswood Resort
Sunday, September 7, 6:30 pm

Professor Kakulas, Your Worship, Lord Mayor, Professor Kreutzberg, Jim
McGinty, MLA, distinguished guests, and delegates, ladies and gentlemen:

The Minister for Health, the Honourable Mr Kevin Prince, was to be here this
evening, but due to an unforeseen family priority cannot be with us, but it is my
privilege, on behalf of the Government and people of Western Australia, firstly
to warmly welcome you and then to attend to the business of officially opening
this most important and significant Congress.

Western Australia - and Perth in particular - is considered to be one of the most
isolated places on earth.

What to some may be thought of as a disadvantage is seen by most of us in
Western Australia to be a most positive element in our life. We enjoy an
environment which is both clean and beautiful, and, compared with some of the
most populated spgts on earth, a real heaven for good living.

But, as you would expect in a modern society which is rapidly linked up with the
rest of the world by jet travel and by all the latest advantages of modern
technology, we also share the disadvantages and pressures that are visited on
modern life on this planet. 

:

That means of course we do not escape the sufferings, the stresses and the
illnesses which are rife throughout the world and which are very much your
concern at this conference.

I am, Mr Chairman, very impressed by the wide representation of countries
throughout the world which is gathered here.

But I am even more impressed by the commitment you all have to the relief of
human suffering.

I understand that neuropathology provides the scientific basis of clinical
neurology from which new treatments are derived for some of the most serious
categories of human diseases.

These include strokes, head injuries, brain tumours, Alzheimer's, Parkinson's
and Huntington's diseases; multiple sclerosis and many other disorders of the
brain, spinal cord, nerve and muscle.
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Today there is a range of new clinical applications that are now performed but
would have been considered impossible a few years ago.

This is testimony, not only to the ingenuity of those in your field, but also to their
perseverance.

We are honoured that Perth was unanimously chosen by the lnternational
Society of Neuropathology for this year's Congress : but it is also a tribute to
the high standing of Australian neuropathology.

ln this regard, Western Australia has a world class reputation in the
neuroscience field.

Eminent Western Australian neuroscientists have already established links with
key research groups in Canada, Switzerland, England and the United States.

And it is pleasing to think that this knowledge is being shared on both a national
and international Ievel and that we in turn are able to draw on the expertise of
people such as those who are here this evening.

We know from past experience that research into any medical area must be a
collaborative approach if it is to succeed.

I have been told that the Congress offers something of interest for everybody,
as all aspects of exciting new progress in neuropathology are to be included in
the scientific programme.

lnsights arising from the revolution in biology generated by molecular genetics
will be prominently featured and a prevailing theme of the Congress will be the
role of neuropathology as the scientific basis of clinical neurology.

That is why Congresses such as this are so vital and important to us all -- and
though we have come a long way there are always further advances to be
made.

Mr Chairman, let me conclude by congratulating all those who have been
involved in putting together this Congress.

And let me once again welcome all delegates to Perth -- and especially those
who are visiting this city for the first time.

I hope you have a most rewarding conference. and that you may be able to stay
a while to see more of what we believe to be the "best corner of the globe".

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege and a pleasure for me to officially declare
open the Xlllth Internationat Corigress of Neuropathology.
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